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Trensary. This will be followed up in due
ssason by the reports of the Poatmaster-Gen-
eral, Secretary uf the luterior, snd perbape
sthers. These documents are jesgiby, and
probabiy sot sified to the tagte of the gevers]
resder, yet they eontals ieformstion and lu-
sirectisn which we de not feel at liberty to
withbold from the peblic.

HOS. JE0. V. WRIGHT.

We nte pleased 20 ses bal Hon Jme. V.
Warewy has been appointed a membor of Lbe
Commities on Elections, which ts sow sue of
the most Impertan! commitises of the House of
Representatives.

Mr. WaesT inene of the most promising
young wistesmen fn Congress, and It glves ow
the bighest pleagurs to record such unwdeubtsl
evidences of U8 xpprecistion by the able and
expericpced Speaker, Col. Oas. This com-
miftee will, at the pext ssasion, bave charge of
pome of the mos’ [mportant contspted cases (s
the history of the Government, and his contin-
vance open thls committes al the naxt pession
of Congress, {assnmicg that he will be re-
eiected, which we may safely do,) will st once
be an eckvowledgment of & leadership to
which, beta falely entitled by bis brilliant tal-
enis, iy chivalry and his devotion to the rights
and ipterests of the people.

COMMITIEES OF THE HOUGE OF REPRE
SENTATIVES.

Bolow wili be foand the swsigument of the
Tenoesses Delegation In Congress, on the va-
rious Committees for the preseut session :

Commities on Electione—Jonx V. Wwmrenr.

02 Expenditures in War Deparimest—Joun
V. WassT.

Oo Claims—Hoaacs Mavxaan.

On Post Officas and Post Reade—-J. D. C.
ATRING.

On Jodiclary—CHanios Reany,

Op Private Land Clime—Wa. T. Avany.

On Expesses in State Department—Wa. T.
Avesy,

Oa Military Affaire—Joux H. Savace.

Ou lovelid Pensions—Jeowx H. Savace.

Oun the Militia—A. G. Warzixs.

On Macufactures—A. G. Warzins,

On Territories—F. K. Zozricorren

Joiot Commities on Pristing—2 A Smivwm,
Chalrman.

On Roads and Camis—Groses W. Joxe
Chalrman,

TEE DONESTIC QUESTIONE INVOLVED 1IN
THE FEEMDERT'S NESJAGE.

Tae Prapident reviews tbe Kungas guestion (n
a spirit of candor, cosfining his remarks to the
sulbestic Ristory of the Kavsae difienlty, sod
fully vindicating the wisdom of his policy with
refersace to the Lecompton Constitution. The
“ truth of bistory ™ required such & vindica-
tion. Misrepregentation end calumny have so
pernistently and industriously sasailed his mo-
tives, #ad ecdeavored to cloud the plein narra-
tive of facts, a9 to cacse masy who bave
hitherto been satisfied of ite justice, to hall in
thelr opinlons, apd eren to embolden romse
original opponents of ‘he Kavsas xct to boldly
qurstion iia sxpediency. To that act, and the
troe principles covlained !u %, the Demecratic
party bas committed tia fortunes, sud ought to
be willing to stand or fall upon s approval,
at icast fa the Sowihers States. With this re-
view, bowever, we now sincerely trust tha:
the question wili be closed, and the difenities
srisivg out of I inberently will cease Lo Lharass
the country and to procrastinate the congiderz-
tios of important political issues. Toe Kac-
=23 guestion is necessarily defanct—it can po
more be made & lving lssue in cur elections.
Henceforth, olher and bigher guestionp must
engsge (e attention of Congress. We, there.
fore, trust that an clfectual bar will be pre-

satited o fts revivel, uwdler acy ples, by the

reasage of an act, as recommended by Lhe
Prasident, requirting ihat every Temrilory shall
Lave & population suf-fes! to volitle her, me-
cording to the ratio of represesiation, o oue
Represestative, befors she shsll bs admittsd
irto e Uston as = Swsss. Socha ratlo is
ociy justice to all the States, and ough! wet to
be objected to in any qasrter.

The Preeideni recommends ihat Congress
gract guch zid to the construction of 2 rellroad
te the Pacific Ocesn, either o lands or mopey,
< as would ercure the transpertation of troops
and munitions of wer fres from any charge, and
that of & Usited States maill, at & fair snd rea-
sonible price,”® We cordislly coscur in thie
recommendation, regarding the resinctions and
conditions, specifically stated, as a sufficient
guard agsicet the ebuse of a power, which we
conceive s as clearly granted by the Cooslitu-
tion as the power to comtrect with railrond

companies, whose works are already complet-

ed, to transport troops and munitiom, or to
rarry the mails. We can e 20 difference, in
principie, betwesn the act of coutracting fer
carrying the mally, or fransporting treops over
o rond airredy constructed, snd over oue here.
afler 1o be sonsirucied, provided sofficient care
ts takes to pecure the Governmest agninst pos-
sible loss, and to require pufficient gusranty
that the pervice will aclusily be performed and
the read completed. This Is wha! the recom-
wmeodation of the President amounts to. 0t
is troe that other incldents| advasiages may
erise and are In contamplation In giving the
ald. But the power iteelf lg derived from the
Constitution and is exercised for constitutional
purposes, which issll that can be demarded by
the sirictest conmtructionist. When we consld-
er thw'vast and Incelvufable advantages thai
are io scerue to the Governmes! avd prople
from fhe completioe of thia highway of Lhe
world’s commeree, apd whben it ts further con-
sidered that a little sid from the Government
may hasten It, by several years, and thos se-
cure these beoefite to the preseut generation,
Congress sbould pot besitate to grant all its
constitutional aid to bring about so glorious
and useful & resuit.

We &lgeent from the President teuching bis
recommendation of specific duties, oo & few
leading articles, and agree with the Secretary
of the Tressury that the od selorem system
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These twa fects alone faraish & strong refu.
tation of the th we are

Fer the purposs, however,of 2
examination »f the s
sider tha
the same period. | bave selectad iron for two
reasons 3 first, it Is ape of the meet lmporiast
fntereat in the country, deservieg the care and
protection of the goveroment to as great an
extent as any other, and, wscondly, betange it
ban soffered an moch, if not more than sny
ather ipterest from the recent revalsion.

By reference (o table &, appended to this ro-
port, 1t will be seen that the lmportation of iron
and stee] of o7t Einde, smourted, in the year
sudivg Juge 30, 1857, 1o §25954,111 In
ihie year exding Jane 30, 1858, &t amoantad fo
§16 235 020 § being a redyetion of §9,686 0T
This redurtion i gecounted for in part by the
reducad prices of (he lest year; but there is
#tiown by the same talie 3 lagge redoctian in
(he smount of impurtsd iron and all manufac-
brten of irpn. Whatever <auss, Te,
may Buve produced the preat depression of the
iroc inlerest during the lset year, it s véry
clear that it ia ool oWing 19 An Increased (m-
portation of foreizn iren under the act of
1857, I, am alleged, the price of from in this
conntey hied been reduced by the incressed fm-
portations cavsed by the reduction of dutles,
ihes (he peice of the article in those couniries
from which we Impert ought to have been
bereficinlly affected. A comperison of the
peices in Lhie aud foreign conutries during tbe
Jost year, will show that such wos not the fact,
a# the price fell, net only io the Usiled States,
bet lo Earope also. The price of ple iron, on
board, 81 Glapgow, on Dacember 31, 1556, was
Tée. (1 3 on December 31, 1857, 523 61 ; beivg
a decline of twen! yonins per contum. * B%-
erage wice at New York, for January, 1857,
was §25; Tar January, 1858 was §20 M), ehow-
irg a daclice of eightesn por contum. The
diffrrence batwoen the bLighest and jowenst pri
ces in New York, for the year 1857, belng $31
i Aprll, 1857, and $23 in Decomber, s less

y-six par osutum, whilst he differ.
B ence between the bighest and lowest For the

To-this estimsied deficiency on the BOth | same year, st Liverpoo), was thirty percentum,
Jane, 1BE), shoald be adled the sum af £3.- | T .-i—:qv';_'mugm iros st Lier for ’. B :
838 TR which will be reqaired lor the pervice | . R L T 2
of the Post Offier Dr;«u!qmml during the pea- |~ 5onuery 1555 Whf.eessass ,l:"%”w
seut fiscal year, This latter smount is nol ta- |  Ditwreon, 18 por cont
ken inte thie foregolng eetimstes, but 16 ssked ! e averags price of bar iroo
for by that department, a8 will apiesr frem | Jannary, 1557, sen
the letter of the Postumster Gonegz| l&'-‘fﬁpl-'
oyivg the annoel eslimates

When my last anocal report was submitted
to Congress, I explained the cmbarrassments | ¢
ander which the estimated receipte fulo L
fremsury wera made. A new tariff act Lad just
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Now i will hardly be contended that a re-
ol gix per esnt. In oor tarifl depresved
co of iron in Glesgow and Liverpoul
j neul of the proiectionist cottemplates
gone iste cperation, under circume’ ancey Fruw- | A difinyent sesult. These facts show (bat the
ing out of the then recept revuleien trade | prices have beep ax well sustgined ju America
end business, which made all cziculs a8 tn  as i , the depression which
its effect upon the reverur douhityl axl unsat- | vee on by raoses
isfactory. This opision was fraskly u,--rrnrfg] e ! d independent of
to Copgrens ot the Lime. The prepsct sgtimatey | 1 arifof I857. It may be sabd that the
Iln pubmilied under somewhnt e fevorable | n Awmerican would here bean bstiey
| circomstancea, apd consequently, with greater | susia d with & bigher tarifl, by excludie g lhe
corfidence in their correciness o o froms Esgland a: the low
The tarilf of 1857 bas besn I The znywer s, that if the
| more then a veer, and in ordic ary tim wodily Calls to the markets of
le, &9 COLAZWOIS, BI'® &0

ol countries,
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The peveral resalts which | bave siated in-
dicates that 1f fravds bave been practiced upes
to out F‘ut.:n: ad-
volovem system. Thls will appesr frem =
comparison of the rxports snd Imports durl
the operation of the tafiff ach of 1842, Tha
act, the diatinguishing features of which were
wpecific duties and minimom valustions, was it
operation pearly four “ears. During that tims
our exports amounied to §423 GAL 048,
and our lmports Lo $412,185, 195,

over imports be correct, this statewent would
tidlcats st frands have beasn com-
mitted wnder & tanill of spedific duttes than an-
der the ad valorem act of 1848 If, howaver,
it be true that freods ace commiited toder cur
present apsiem to the exienl charged, will a
change to bome vaiuation prevent theevil F To
furnish & satiafgctory unewer to this tagquiry,
it will ba proper 1o examine the manner of As-
certaining the dutiable yaloe of imports under
existing laws, and what would be requirad to
bre doue under the thange. At prés-
ent the appraiser s calind upon to asesrtaly
the walue of the aslicla in the principal mar-
kets of the country fram which It is brought
The dats npon which be lato waks op bis
judgment are: 1st. The prices currest sblch
every conmersial community supplies, 2d.
The information to be derived from the com-
municalions of consuls and other commercial
ageate. 31, Thelinveice of the importer, made
ahder cath, and aleo made in view of hesvy
penlties incureed for fraud end under valos
tion. 4th. A comparison of the invelces of the
yvarious lmpocters sngaged In the same busi-
ness, and not wnfrequently of the same data.
Sthi. The exprrionce devive! from dally exam-
Inations of the charscter, walus and price of
the article

Thess, with other orcinery channelg of in-
formation commoa fo the publie, foruiel, it
would seemn, ample means for the correct and
faithful discharge of the cuty.

The additionn] element of cost and charges
of shlpment rannol be calealated with the
same ceptalnty. I, bowesst couslilules &
small portion of the dutizsble value, and I1he
experistcs of the appraleere will enable then
to guard sgainet aay setioud injury frem that
quarter.  To substitale for Lus plan & Lome
valuntion, would be lo rrquira the MLPI’J_INII
ta apcertain the value of 1 ariicle by an I4-
quiry of llsvelus at the port of impertation.
in wha! menner shall Ue procesi lodosa 7 H
mast leke thie prics ewrrent of the tnrket,
fapdstied n the ordinary mode, and sueh -
farmelion &y b= can gy'her from bis inter-
course with comuneicial wep, and hin knowl-
edge of ibhe trvde and busiucas of his port
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aforded, thougt | believe that the in
udgmant ol busiress men concursin
to 1t the most beneficial affscts Theado

a similar symiem by the difersot States an

geaied I my lest ceport, affae

al protection to (he country agaf -
cons
s s

i

vun effects of over banking, sad
derangemest of the currepey. A

simple asd jost for an eril o great, wust com-
mitsd iteell to the favorable consiferstion of
thoas to whom thas subject fu inttusted.

“Thie attention of Ciigress inagain callad to
provisions of the act af March 3, 1837, on
subject of depouits by the disburring agents

of the Governmeat. d idi
In wmy last repart | glated in genersl berins
that |t was [opracticable to éxocuits Claw
actectding to its iteral reqalrsments, and the
reasina wer2 briedy eed forth., W
which (e act dought 1 sconlipliall he
pulire approval of the Dypariment, and It bas
been carrfed out to the dimost extent that was
praciicable, A few {Hastrations will show the
impomaibility of executing the lawe as It now
stands. By (s provisicns & in the navy
woulk! be required to deposit the funds placed
in bis Nands for the payment of the efficery apd
crew of & vessels, 1o one of the poblic deponi-
toriss, and be conld only draw it out by a draft
in favor of the perpon to whom Bbe desdred Lo
make paymert. A vessel on a foreiga station
s abernt ast uafreqently for two aod thiree
eare, and whilst thus absent the putser would
{u‘a to pay the officers and men by drafia en
a public d tory in lhe United States. He
would sleo have t0 pay all other expetses,
whicly exeeeded the suw of twenty dollare, by
similar drafls in Lavor of persous Lo whom the
pryment was to be mede. A disbureing sgent
ta he Iodian Depariment would be required to
pay the Indians their sanuities by similar
drafte. The disbursing agenls of e army
woald have 1o settie with the oficers and men
of the army, at (h=ir Jigtant posty, In the pame
manper. A coliector of the port of Eastport,
in the “tale of Malus, waoald Bave to trausport
the funds with whieh be is to pay thee ¥
ren of the Guvernment at kis port to Boston or
some olber place whiere there is u publie de-
pository, aund thers give dralls on Lhe public
lepositery to ench persoa to whow the pay-

ment is to be ma e,

These casen [lusttate the § yof
g the law an it now stands on the sta-
Lute bo Thete are segicus and almost io-
surmountinble dificultion in he wav of oxecs-
ting it, ewen in the immediate peighborhord of
a pubitc depository. Take, for ilustration, a
cose which can be brought within the pervonal
ahgervatior of membera of Congress. There
ave pail monthly, io Washiogten city, wmors
than a thousand perecns. This law requires

Tls result would be, Ibat the duty bevied on

experience of that year woukl affard ¢ e,
data to judge of its sffect as we) vapd it
irade of Lhe country as the reyerc i bre unnsturally
goverament. The contivuance
difScolties daring a large pottim
bowever, and etfecta of It operalivg seed m like decline in almowt
great extent ng the whole pericd, creale | ienportast produetl of pur country.
seviow difficeltien In formizz = sulisfactory | A table im appended, (marked §))
mdgment apon the Gueslion, The presenl esfi- | o the m
mates are based gpon the opinion that a reac- I
Hon in the trade and basiness of U
bas commenced, and bst we aradualiy.
but steadily, returning (o & hoaltby sl prospe- | ket
rous condifton, There seems to 50 a concnr- | o
rence in the pablic mind on this sud)ect
may jufpe froun the peoeral tone o po
tiwest. The files of the drpariment ;
oirong evidence of its truth. OQur exports for |
the year ending the J0uh Juse, 1858 @ere ||
$324 684 421, belng a reduction from the e
ceding year of only $383 1; wiiist the
| imports for the same Ume were $082 613 150,
{ being $78.275 BB less thab the yesr before r
This balarce in favor of exporte cver lmporis| = s
wan deubtlres appropristed lo the ;
outr foreign d+bt, thus rellevin
part, of that souree af exml
Bibiie & large margis for an [negease of Lmpoi-
tations when ke busioess gl crasities of
the country shell demand It. The seatoration |’
of coufidecce and rea B Dave |
already been miLifrated In this regard
By refernng to the tecedpts from eustops at
the port of New Verk, for the months of O 1o
ber and Nevenber, 1856, the year gwesedi
e revuls:
year of the revilelog, and e same mo
Ibe preseut yeour, [ fied thea rec
bos* two monih n L85G
J85T. were $20268210; and |
$3 510819, Whilst the coustry
rovered entiraly from the disswters
v=ar, lhe increased recel ef the press
te n decided re-ac! , st & promis
cerizin mud speady ProspeLous
Timas, |
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‘ L, preesfulfedy orf i pravi-
luto, may bave falled, yel the
1w all the grest manutacs
largely increased since
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colog oetl e plist
st Eoverumen!
b, the 30 J"_"Jf_. 1800, will amow
| of $7.014,576.  Provisieus should &
Congress at I8 iTessnl prwston
| deficiency. In whatl menuer sball
A loau lur this jurpe Dot dewmed
| in view of the additive alrendy
| public oebt A revislon of e tarriff of | q v
iE5T, and e kmpesition of tional datlis :IlI \\'MPL ey
| the ooly remedy, unless Congress sbiall fake | '
| eome acticn to relieve Lhe treasury from a por Fh
ium. of the expenditores I In now regquired to| !
mest
In revising the toarill, the same
should Jirect mod coutrol the zet
erees that would be copsidered In (b
of suoriginal act
| 48 nol deem i proper o enter |
| tanded discussion of the (hevretie poi;
| which & tari¥ ner shionld ba framed
Theey may be brirfly stated Yutjes b yras 1507 was.
{ ubouid be taid su wili produce the reqoired re. : Fort 155
| venue, by imposing os the people wt jergs the | F
rmallest aud the wost equal burdens =
it lscbwioun that thie 10 most effectunlly |
| Soue by taxing, fo preference to othess, puch ax-
ticies s# aTH 1ot produted to thie country ;3 and
amebg Richs produced Liere, those i which
the home product besrs the jezwt proportion te
the quantity fmported are the fittes; for taxa
tion. The reason §a, that in taning articles not
made in Lhis counlry,ibe whale suw: tagen from
the consumer, goss into (he treasury, while fu | ja vt a
| the other clase the corsumer pays itz cohinced rog
value oot ouly ot the quanlity {mperted, buton | po by a fair comparieon of the two periods,
the quaktity made at Lome. This lest tax is | i% aboat frem 75 to 100 per cent,
| paid wot to the tressury, but to the mansfac-| O the exporis of manulactures. those of
turer, thereby Tendlering suck a doty net only | ito tbe mapufsctares of trom arv found la
wore burdensome,! u' grossly unequal; the home i . S1L16T4RL ; 1S in-
producer being benciitied at the cxpesss of the | cr-ase, §3 562 380, squal to 303 per cent.,
cOnsuILes. | I&m aware that large exports of &u article
I these principles are sound, It Ie obviows | may sometimes resall from adversity inetead of
that no Lariff, strictly for revenne, has aver yet | prossenity, as when the bolder ouahie to make
beenenntted fn the Unlted Stsizs " | sales at Bome s pe goocs sbroad, as & lasre.
The early legislation of (be courdry contem- | et Bat it s taxing onr coedulity to be tald
| plated other objecty, suich as fostering our then I thal expotts of & large class of articles will
irfpot manilactares, ‘anml snicouraglog the pro- | g9 on frem year to year, whiie the maoufacta-
ducticn of indispensable artcles, 8o a4 10 ren- | 7009 51 BoNble to compe=te 2! bome with the
der oul country lndependrut of foreign govern- | Importer, though protected by twenty-four or
meuln in case of war. evey minebean per cent.  And Iif it be gaid that
The ohprcta which hﬂgil‘.‘nlllf led to onur L1g ) r IB58 was oune in which the stale of
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| of agriculversl production, #x
| i 1obacco, durityg :Lie shme peri
tunl decreane, which, bowever,
fulr comparisvn, k8 1507 was o year of
Eorope, but the increass of those ex-

€85

o, wt

| fam

oM. S4TI0RTA ;

such bag beey the |

ity than the popalstion asd

tem of duties Lave long sincs been attained ;
but onder lhat eystem urge Inlerests bave
growen up ‘which Bave always clalmed and re
| eetved wuch corgideration from Cougress as lo
{ preve=t the sbandonmont of (he idra of predec
tisn

g referred Lo eapecially exisled, a compar-
b of 1he exporie of the preceding year, con-
ded Lo be oue of remarkable prosperity, will
show e same resylt,

It will mer suffice to may that thin propessity
veirg te the iflux of grld from Calfornia.

fpeis
ci

Las werked admirably, and ovght to bs sd-
It a larger sevenue lo desirable,
and the presest scale of dutles fall to reafize !ailnl a further departurs from (hem
the degired amount, after the season of penic |
and foancial distrust bap passed away, lot ® |
increase be relewd by sugmesting the duties
upon sach schedules as will bear it best. Neo | joast increase of duty that will raise the pus
tariff la®w ever operaled with grexter certalc- | is
ty aod better offect than the ad salorem urll’
of 1546, Let us adbers to this pricciple,
sapctioned ap It is by experience and the ap- |ford gelief lo certain interesis
proval of the Democzatic party and by u--uulu:u“; Gepiened.

bered to.

best and wises! statssmen.

SEPORT OF TEE SEORETARY OF THE TREA.
SUETON THE STATE OF TEE FISANUES.

Tarasony DrrasTuest,
Decomber 8, 1858,

Sya: In compliance with an act of Coogress

§

entifled *“An act sspplementary lo as act to

escehilish the Treasury
May 10, 1800, I bave
following report :

Depart
e bovor to submit the

ment,” approved

Om the iet of Jolp, 1557, betng the com-
of tuefecal yeer 1508, the

o the
facal ywur, 1558 wers §T4
tol ows
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{rates of duty in the Uciled Statss, being @ re-

the
gitimate effect
*m

Thathas been & cause of & geoeral rise in
pricen, and of inerensed artivity in all indus-
triml departments ; but ve resgon I perceived
whiy the agricultare of the country should pot
e 35 much wiimuluted by Ihat cacss ae Lbe
o. Yei, while both have increased,
sufactures bave incronsed Puater, wirete.
Loy iad beeo weriously (rjured by lbe
1846, thiry woold, at moal, have im.
osed mote slowiy than other interes's not wo
E cleg
1 proceed to consider the question of (be best
mode of reviping the present tenfl, with a view
f vals g o sulficlent sum 1o mest the demands
of 1he public pervice. It bas been juopascd Lo
repeal the wet 1557, and restors the actof 1846
e s mageestion there are perious ubj=ctions,
which, to my wmind, are ipeuperables, 1 am
It pat 1the! the wanls ul the Govern-
* a permapest lucreass of
of reviving the tarill of
1540 The duties of forty and one buiidied per
crud. fmsposcd by that acl, are, in the present

I dowot expect that a lanilf wil! be pow
framed oo rigid revesce prisciples, but in all
cherges an effort sbould be made gl l=ast Lo

Asscping that the peaerai printigles of the
present furif aet will be adbered vo, all will
admit thet, hevicg ascertained the sdditional |
revenue Teguired an Aceurniely ams pousible, 1be |

the proper rale to be adopled.

Iu determiniog, bhowevee, on what articles
the duty is to be loctoesed, a tirong sppeal wil

| doubitiess be made, so to discriminate as to af- |
said (o be

& perioo of goeneral foanciel distress,
wack =a we bave not yet eatirely passed, each
interesd in the coustry tatursily feets the want |
of any aid sbe! would selieve itz embarrass- | W
| ments and reslore ity prosperity. ls respend- | west o Lot regul
ing to euch 4 demanwl, chim shonld be lakie snem Lo the exirnyl
pot to afford the required relisl &t the expeyne
of asother tetetest equally In waut of sswis-
snce, and cquaily enfithed to recedve 1t &t (he | condition of ,'.""'" end comimeree, wholly in-
bands of the governinent. When a prueral | defenalt The public mind of lbe caustey
calpmity bas paralyzed the band of industry | will scareely be brougll again to acquicscs in
and coamped the energies of e prople, it s | any bighas echedule than thipty per cent., the
wofortunste that at surh & time, swhen the | waktmeums of the present law. I would cer-
country is least abla to bear B, lhe wants of falsly paquirs ssme mare urgent necesslty than
the government should foree an Increase of | exisls ut ibile tme to jastify such a1 inesanre,
texation. [o yleliing ta e neceasil @bich | It Baw alee been preposed 1o pdept ibe princi-
| compels tha imposition of the busden, let it be | ple of bome valuatiop with & view, first, of fo+
| done with that spizit of justics which regards | crensing the Talem of daty, and gecondly, of
| with equal care ged pretecion, ali the varied guardizg againet ubder waluation ;m!'o:su

isteresis of the coumry. frande, wiieh ave alleged (o exist under our
in counection with this branch of the eul- | present sislem , -
jeet, T would respsetfully refer ic the viewa| Asa weasure for luereasing (he revenge,
presented o my last snnusl repart o Congress. ’ this propodiiion possessrs 5o merit. TL secks
it is ales & subject of regret thar a pubiic | to do irdirzetly wbat can batter be effected
uecessity Tequires & teviston of the terdfl eet ] dirgetly. If Lise pole obisct is 1o therease Lhe
of 1557 before & wofficient time has elapecd 1o | Laxes, Ot 1o beiter to do 9o In & bold and manly
test ite legitimate effecis upon the business of | way, AL presest ilie doly is impossd upon flie
the country as well sa the revenues of the gov | murket valae of 1he merchandias u the prinei-
| stptcent, False lmpressions as 1o s opera- | bl merkets of Lie coun'ry from which the Jm-
tice must be carefully. gnarded agaluet. The | portstion in wmiade, joclifing sl costs snd
fact 1hiat this act wenl [u'e_spevaliog oo the | charges of shipment.
ist of July, 1857, and was fellowed 80 yooz by | To substituie for thia rule iha priociple of

»

thi pume articie wagld be i Frrent fn the ofif
Ferewt puris of ilie coustry | awil thfs would
bavp n taaglytbe sypraisers m'g tisthargs
their doty hones ly and faitoruliy.
be e caae r mst Lavorable view ol

|

rh would {

each ot these persons shoubd receive s
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States,

g through whick lorelgn merebandise
n into the iulertug fres of duiy, bat
of a preveatirecorps.  {Tpoo the

‘gisn, prov eian han baen made by law at ports

of st v i tae e d St of dwioa ol ol
thoge pirts on rev-ng: f o custome ie maine

eollact afed. Othor eb is

reach the Interior are, of mm,gﬂd”
praventive force, and [ whers
. xcoed the |
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mont| on the Capadian fryntize aw ap i
thon. There is & large ntrmber of officers sfa-
tioued at vations points siong ihe frontirr s
thiese dintricts, and the exprome of collection
exeedd by more than one ball the amoust of
revamme geeaival.
What would be the effect ou (he rovenus of
& withdrawal of this iores from lhese polnte
may ba pereeived by a glanes ot the connexions
of theee districis, sl of the waters of Lake
Champlaln, with the priecipal merkats and
territory of Cansda Eaw
Ooe of thess stationg, House's Polut, where
& Jarge portion of Canadisn crmmarcs first ene
terd the Eaited Niates, resumunicutes by rall-
toadd and e river 8t Jobn's with Montresl
and the St. Lawrence. I po proventive force
wero stationad al thoen polpts, mefelandise of
provincial and Buropean o igin might be Intro-
duesd tnto the United Simtes by those routes
aurd At various peinte slog e Canadian u
Vermont frontisr, witlowl (he poeaibility of
pravention, and ts the serious fojary of the
revenus from eostoms. - Whece Ariicies are |
tased by cuf terllf, but milde fred Ay the Can
sdian, or whers the Jiff -rence of duties In Cane !
ada apd the Untted Staces woull fusire 8 profis
on the adventuge, wmerchavdise mzht be og-
ried in bond from eur own warshionsss to
anadse, to be thrown thetire npoa cur markets
withaut the payment of w s evnr Lo
the United Siaten. Mrichiamiise s lparied
might supply. lo & lsrge s xienl, 1he sonsump-
tien of Net; Englavd and New Vork, in whose
ports so large 8 poftion of (Le piblic revesus
s now collected.

At the ports of Pensscola, in Florida, and
Shieldshory’, pear the mouth of Peadl nwer, in
Mississippl, on onr Gulf caast, revenue cfficers
are statioped, but no doties of sny consideras
ble amount collectad. Bat for (Le presence of
& revenue force at those poiiis, ihe valuable
producis of Europess s31 Wrees Indian com-
merce might be intreduced, free of dufy, into
the Intertor throughr the waters comm Snied by
thowe porte, with hardly s pows-bility of pre-
Vention. and Lo the ssrioua wan wl the
reveads now collectsl at the g n of New Oe-
leans and Molile.
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1 frowm the dsbticsing ageat whe setiies
| with him, sad present It ot the Treassrer’s of
| fce.  ‘The time that would be oreupied by the
Feeawirer in wleatilyiog the applicants, and
the pumber of sdditionsl clerks’ which would

the puly-c ! cleer our cyes Lo
the facr 1wt the adoption of the system of
bome valuation weuld fnvvitad’y le to 4B
cullies @R Tassmegie ;
I woult becwme the witerest of importere
to eoutro] fthe market walue at thelr reapee.-
tive parts, with a view tp the amount of duls
to b pasd by Wem  Tu what mener amd 1o
what extent, combications for this sbjeci would
be mzde, erpeially al the smalles pagis, it s
| impeasihils 1o anti=lpate, The Mn who are
| ennbingd (o tvade thie present law, and defraud
| thre treasry in epite of it restrictions, and
with the clhiecks pow thruwn =foiind them,
! not fud It 4 Beal to esiablish, when it
euited thelr purposes, a fictitiond market valuoe
| far the most U not all of wur ports, | IF the ap-
| pralser, convinced Al by such combinations,
or ptlier meany, s frand was attempted, phiould
I flad it necesRary to ascettala Llhe bona fidy
market velue, his most effi meiue of doleg
would be ts 20 10 the game sources of lufose
mation thet e vow uses, He would be com-
palled theo, 29 vow, 1o Jook e
| ket,and the cost acd changew of sbipment, bal
e would be Teguired Lo extond nvestiga-

|

W g

il to (be ather alements which zo 1o make up | extent of §fty or one hundred dollics
After pocer | wob aware of auy ectlons copplaint agalost Lhe
e of e goeds, ae st | law 2e it sow stands, anl can see, Lheralofe, oo | barenius of the Treswury Deparime?, (neiked

| the bome walte of the article
| tabuing e diati

Lhe lotelgn wet~ |

be requeed to keep 1he pecessary books, inde-
prodent of the wnustal pespossibility which
would be put upon the Treasurer of 1dentify-
i log 80 many persocs, repder the execution f
the law, even in this case, tmpracticadle. For
all this additional trouble amd difficulty there
| Is o compersating advantags over the present
wole of oaking such paFments, which hss
been found by practice both safe and expedi-
e, | can scarcely be necessary to polnt out
ail the ditfeulties which exiol. Cougress s
again refeerid Lo the cirenlar regulations which
were adopiad by the deparimest on this subh-
ject, and the recommeaduntion of amending {he
mw, xy sugzestad (o my last report, ln repeated,

The raport of the Director of the Mint §s
herewlih trapsmitied, marked nine It appoars
(et the amount of balllon received at (hip sev-
eral wint catablipghments during the fincal v ear
endleg Jupe 30, JRSE, wee $31 404 311 29n

1

roidege dering the same period amounied Lo
$32 BE9 0D 20 in gold, end 924203 287 77 in
ivar, and $131 000 in cents.

The director recommends (bat (e law be g0
amotided as to make silver a legal tenler to the
[ am

| presenthe muet sscertain the [nsurance, the | urgant necassity for & change.

| freight, the profits of the Lmporier
{ diag all these thior, willi the ymu
ty to be pal eolld aitive at
market value.
To wy mind
the fairest and safest check frawd
As, Lowever, all thess sleme rxcept 1he
rate of duly, would difer acconding te e dif-
ferent modes of trageportation te the difarant
porta, it jeadsin the end o the sam== tion
which 1 Shiavs alivady co

e rment enlapine

ke difhisnity of

Rainel

‘s

% to
I ns 'lurd-’
£

tlie valae of an article in & for
'

patiing tonph

wore diffizall lok

ke process would constilyle |

He alse recommends the lesuing of mic! cor-
| tiicsles to depositors, for sems as low as Alty
dollars, pay nEIc o the bearer, with & view of
crealing & soumd paper catrency. This sug-
gestion Jdoos sot meet the approval of the ¢
partment. | have many objectioos 10 th
propogition, bat do pot deem It nec-gsary lo
enter upon the discussion, ap I feel quite confi-
dent thare will be no dipposition on the part of
Corgregs o give |t s favorabls conmderation

ered, | Lle operations of the Mint, during the las: 63

eal year, have besn pomiucted with energy

and abllits, by the officers in charge or Ihis
| tmportent branch of the public service.

The accompanying report of the engineer in

it

{chnrge of the Bursau of Censtruction, will ex-

hibit the progress of the varisos pablic build-
ings wnder the diteclon of this department.
Maty of them Dave bsen completsd and are

prolits of the fio- | ieady to be occupied for the varions purposes

porter.  In this view ul the gabject, (1 wil) be

|!tn palpable rease
ing Jiff reat
the
spirit

differeut porte; thas viclat belll the

At

valuatines of 'Le vame gonds al | pew building

1}
le# jetter of ilse Countitution, whiich | cadled the atteation of Ce cpress Lo the fact,

for which they were erected.  In all of them,

reeivey, that the chanss in shyecilonable far | a8 much progrens hae beens mado as way anticl.
1. By inevitably caus- | pated al the commencement of the yzar

Ne
% hawve been begun since the ad-

surzmeut of Congress. In my lnst report |

declareatiiet ¥ all daties, lmposts and dotjey, | that awiog Lo tha conditien of the treasury ihe
shall bs ynilorm thronghont the United Stavep,® | department bad posponed Lhe building of a

sod thet “oo preference sball be gives (by | portion'of the public works anthoriged !

| any rrgudation of comumetce of feveunus) Lo the
| potte of goe Nlale oyer thege of epother !
Though ba may vot be able wnder 2ny system
[0 have the same precise wvalualiun in every

e
vious acls of Congress To have comm need
them at thattine, or gt any period sioee, would
bave required the borrowing of the means o
construcl (bem. The silence of Congress on

port, yet that one which most veatly approgic| e subject (ndicated (bheis approsal ef tbhe

| mates lo it sbould be adopted 2
| obguction is, that so Far from prevent
{mg (rvade, it offre gresler ooporte
| frand than the preseut Inw
| It is wought to avoid thew= dificulties aod
| embarrassmonts by makiog the market price
jal New You lie. stapdard of walae, and to
levy duliss not ouly there, but throughoat the
Caited States, wpoo that basis. [ do nel see
| thet it meeta the ubjections which have bees
| presenied agninel the sysicmm. Toe pame dan.
ger of affecting the market prices by improper
combinations would exigt. I would be attend-
|od with like diffiew!tien in reaching the true
| ¥auation of merchandies. The pppisisern at
| othar ports would encounter the sawe attempts
| at fraud apd undersvaluation, without posscss.
ing tqual meana ol detectioa. lis operation
[ would be usequal and unjust§ the importer st
New York paying a daty uwpou the real velue of
his morchandise, whilst at all other porta be
woull be required 16 pay upor a fictitdous valae;
a2 \be actual valoe of an article tn New Yark
on ore d1y would oftea be very dilferent from
s actual valus o New Orleans aud a0 Fran-
cigco ou another or even the samm day. The
| tmporier st New York would pay his duty upen
| the real value af bis goods at the Lime {: re-
ceives them, whilst =t all other places he
would be required 1o pay upon a Betitions
valas apcertamed at soma previous pacfod al
anoiber poiet. Tlhese objrclions would ssem
Lo be fent te reject thy proposition, but
the impracticability of werking such 3 plas la
cobclusive agaitiel I*, The dificslty of asces-
taining o Boston, Philadelphis, Ubarleston,
New Orieans, a0 other points upen the At-
lantic wnd Geif, the market valoe of mecenan-
dipe io New York would be grest; bul when
the ruls is extended to the Pacilic, ite eufores.
ment wasld be uet ouly violnlive of the conati-
tatinoal provisiooa to which I bave refesred,
bul of svery principls of justice and equality,

Adhiering Vo the prisciples of the presest
tariff aet, [ would recommsend such charges ay
will procuce the amonnt gequirsd for (he pub
iie pervice.  Is accardance with the sngeention
cortdined o my lasl annusl report, | rvcom
eaend that schiediles C,. D, F, G, H, be ramsed
zeppectively te 25, 20, 15, 10, anud five per cont
| #¢+ no godd reason for bavivg departed In the
act of IE5] from the systom of decimal devis-
| loug. The present siale of thinge afficds a 6t
opporinsity of eotvecting the srrew. Thia
change will increspe the rovenue from customs
$1.300 000, upen the bass of he impoitat ors
of the lnst fiscal year,

To raive the additions] pmount geeded will
pot require ay increase of all Lhe rates of dity
of (e pregeul lariff. It will become neceasgry,
thegefora, lo esleet cortain articlea to be trany-
fesred frow lower to bigh r echedulen  In @ak-
g wuch changes, the trus principles govern-
leg the jmposition of duties for revenue should
be kept in view, and such diverimications
made a3, consistertly therewith, will besi pro-
mote the varicous interes's of our country with.
ouk doing lujostice to any. The formation
comtained in table T will affied to Conprasa
the necessary data for thelr acflon. That
table contuios the i ations with the rates
of duty and smoant of revenus dertvatls there-
from for each of the three last fiscal yeara
When the amoun! which ihe legislation of
Comgrens will make it peeessary to raise shall
beve been ascerizined with anything ke res-
soukble certamty, the iiformation contained in
ibis table will render the work of making sach
trapufers slmple and eany.

The public debt on the 1at of July, 1857, was
$20.060 356 99, aa_plaled in my last repori

HE vpist-

the dipgstrous sevulsion of bLal year, hee in-| beme valuation wosld be to add s such valoe
| dured many persors Lo believe hat the ove af 1Le werchasdles, the lesurance, cost of
| wne the pecessary cavee of the other. The | trapsperaiioo, duty Jevied, and profits of the
advocatrg of & Ligh prutective tarlfl have not | lmpoiier
] fatled to avall uu:n-r]:iﬂ of this cireumstacee | It ought to be a safficizat reply to the prepo-
19 press the public mind heir peculisr | siion ibat wome of these ciements entering
system of afording reliel 2o & distressed peo- | ‘nto the heme valoe are nol legitimate subjocts
E‘hy irereasing their taxew Every luterest | of axation O her and oore serious objections
lfhs country which suffeced in the gmgui, #ill be cormidered in another comvexion. The
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ibe occasion in an appropriste cne sgain to
cail the attention of Congress to the system of
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